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LIMDIS 

E.O. LL652: GDS 

TAGS: PTOV, PFOR, UR, GW 

SUBJECT: FRG FONOFF SPECULATION ABOUT POSSIBLE SOVIET 
FOREIGN MINISTRY PERSONNEL CHANGES 

L. IN TALK WITH EMBOFF, FRG FONOFF'S SOVIET DIVISION 
CHIEF GAVE HIS THOUGHTS ON POSSIBLE CHANGES IN THE TOP 
LEVELS OF THE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY. OUR SOURCE SAID 
THAT SOME OF HIS COMMENTS WERE SPECULATIVE WHILE OTHERS 
WERE BASED ON TALKS WITH THE SOVIET POLITICAL COUNSELOR 
WHO RECENTLY RETURNED TO BONN FROM A STAY IN MOSCOW. 

2. OUR CONTACT SAID THAT THE FRG FONOFF BELIEF IS THAT. 

BY THE END OF THE YEAR, GROMYKO WILL STEP DOWN FROM THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER POST AND DEVOTE HIMSELF TO HIS CENTRAL 
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DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS. THE FRG 
FONOFF VIEW IS THAT GROMYKO WILL BE REPLACED BY SOVIET 
AMBASSADOR IN WASHINGTON. DOBRYNIN. THE GERMANS ARE 
PARTICULARLY IMPRESSED BY THE FACT THAT GROMYKO AND 
DOBRYNIN WERE ACTIVE TOGETHER IN NEW YORK AT THE OPENING 
WORK OF THE UNGA, WHEREAS MALIK (THE SOVIETS' UN 
AMBASSADOR) PLAYED A MUCH LESSER ROLE. 

3. SOVIET AMBASSADOR TO BONN, FALIN, WHO HAS BERN 
ABSENT FROM BONN SINCE MID- JUNE WILL. ACCORDING TO A 
FONOFF SOURCE, NOT BE RETURNING TO BONN EXCEPT FOR 
POSSIBLY A SHORT STAY IN THE LATE FALL TO MAKE HIS FARE- 
WELL CALLS. WE ARE TOLD THAT FALIN WILL BE GIVEN THE 
POST OF DEPUTY FOREIGN MINISTER, IN EFFECT REPLACING 
SEMYONOV WHO IS NOW TOTALLY PREOCCUPIED WITH THE SALT 
NEGOTIATIONS. FALIN WOULD REPORTEDLY HANDLE GERMANY AND 
DISARMAMENT MATTERS IN HIS NEW POSITION. OUR SOURCE WAS 
NOT INFORMED AS TO WHO MIGHT REPLACE FALIN IN BONN. 

4. THE FONOFF REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT HE HAD HEARD 
THAT F ALIN'S NON-RETURN WAS DUE TO MEDICAL PROBLEMS. 

(FALIN DID HAVE AN AUTOMOBILE ACCIDENT IN MOSCOW DURING 
THE SUMMER BUT IT WAS SAID TO HAVE BEEN QUITE MINOR). 

OUR SOURCE SAID HE PERSONALLY DOUBTED THIS EXPLANATION, 
HOWEVER, AND WAS MUCH MORE CONVINCED THAT SOME BUREAU- 
CRATIC MANEUVERING HAD BEEN GOING ON IN THE FOREIGN 
POLICY-MAKING FIELD IN MOSCOW AND THAT THE "LIBERAL" 

WING HAD WON OUT. HE NOTED THAT IF DOBRYNIN AND FAUN 
WERE AT THE TOP OF THE FOREIGN MINISTRY, THE WEST MIGHT 
STAND TO GAIN. THE FRG IN PARTICULAR MIGHT BENEFIT FROM 

F ALIN'S PROMOTION SINCE SOMEBODY WHO UNDERSTOOD WEST 
GERMAN AFFAIRS WOULD BE IN A POLICY-MAKING POSITION AT 
LAST. 

5. COMMENT: WE FIND IT IMPOSSIBLE TO EVALUATE THIS 
EVALUATION OF POSSIBLE DEVELOPMENTS FROM HERE. WE ARE 
REPORTING IT, HOWEVER, SINCE THE SOURCE IS USUALLY A 
SOLID AND RELIABLE OBSERVER OF THE SOVIET SCENE. 
HILLENBRAND 

CONFIDENTIAL 



NNN 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 04 OCT 1973 

Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 

Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 

Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: garlanwa 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973BONN14441 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS HILLENBRAND 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: BONN 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19731052/aaaablwg.tel 

Line Count: 99 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: garlanwa 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 AUG 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 -Aug-2001 by boyleja>; APPROVED <19-Sep-2001 by garlanwa> 

Review Markings: 

Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
30 JUN 2005 



Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FRG FONOFF SPECULATION ABOUT POSSIBLE SOVIET FOREIGN MINISTRY PERSONNEL CHANGES 
TAGS: PGOV, PFOR, UR, GE 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




